


The Creative Partnerships Awards celebrate 
luminary individuals from Australia’s 
philanthropy, business and arts sectors 
who show leadership in private giving and 
business partnerships in the arts. This year our 
nine award recipients demonstrate diverse 
leadership qualities and have championed 
giving to the arts through their values, vision 
and generosity. Extraordinary things happen 
when art, business and philanthropy work 
together. 

The 2020 Creative Partnerships Awards 

Business Leadership Award

For an individual working in the business sector 
who through their commitment and example 
has fostered increased investment and 
engagement between business and the arts. 

Arts Leadership Award

For an individual, or partnership, working in 
the arts and cultural sector who through their 
advocacy and practice has promoted the 
private sector’s investment into Australia’s 
cultural life; demonstrating vision, commercial 
acumen and strategic thinking in their 
engagement with donors and business, 
encouraging increased giving to the arts. 

Emerging Philanthropy Leadership Award 

For an individual who is new to the 
philanthropic sector and whose contribution  
to the arts is shaping the future of philanthropy 
and private giving in Australia’s cultural sector. 

Philanthropy Leadership Award

For an individual, family, group or foundation 
who through their sustained contribution to the 
arts has inspired increased philanthropic giving 
and made a significant impact on Australia’s 
cultural sector.

Arts Visionary Award 

For an individual, family, group or foundation 
who has made a significant contribution to 
the arts over a period of time, leading to a 
new understanding of the arts in Australia and 
enabling the presentation of art that would 
not have been possible without philanthropic 
support. 

Creative Partnerships Australia’s role is to 
grow the culture of giving, investment and 
partnership with the arts, bringing donors, 
businesses, artists and arts organisations 
together to foster a sustainable and vibrant 
arts sector. 

We invest in the professional business 
development of the arts sector to maximise 
partnership potential and long-term 
sustainability. We work with philanthropists 
and businesses to facilitate and champion 
investment in the arts and deliver matched 
funding programs for artists and arts 
organisations. We administer the Australian 
Cultural Fund (ACF), a fundraising platform 
for Australian artists and arts organisations 
that encourages and facilitates tax-deductible 
donations to the arts.

Creative Partnerships Australia is supported 
by the Australian Government through the 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Communications.



The Hon Paul Fletcher  
Minister for Communications, Cyber Safety and the Arts

The sixth annual Creative Partnerships Awards 
are an important opportunity to recognise 
the generosity, advocacy and leadership of 
philanthropists who champion the value of 
 the arts in Australia.

During the 2019-20 financial year Creative 
Partnerships Australia encouraged private 
sector investment of more than $2 million to 
artists and arts organisations through their 
matched funding programs. 

In this time of unprecedented challenges, it 
is especially important that we acknowledge 
and celebrate the unwavering passion 
and commitment of some extraordinary 
Australians who have given so much to  
nurture and share the arts.

The contribution of these benefactors  
supports the work of arts projects through 
these challenging times and helps safeguard 
the long-term viability of Australia’s 
internationally celebrated arts sector. 

I congratulate all the nominees and winners  
of the 2020 Awards. 

Fiona Menzies  
CEO Creative Partnerships Australia

It is my pleasure as CEO of Creative 
Partnerships Australia to share our 2020 
Awards with you. In a year that has thrown 
significant challenges and hardships at the  
arts and cultural sector, it is important that  
we reflect and celebrate the substantial  
impact individuals can have on supporting  
a flourishing arts and cultural sector.

Each year Creative Partnerships Australia 
recognises extraordinary Australians who 
share the vision of our artists and creators, 
and support and champion their work. 
They understand that arts and culture are 
an integral part of people’s lives, and their 
contributions support excellence and ensure 
that all Australians can access and enjoy the 
arts. In each case, they are not only generous 
supporters themselves, but are champions  
for the arts and encourage others to join  
them as supporters.

While the Awards themselves go to a handful 
of individuals, they also provide an opportunity 
to thank all those who have supported artists 
and arts and cultural organisations throughout 
the country this year, especially in response 
to the loss of income due to the COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions. Creative Partnerships 
was pleased to be able to provide matched 
funding to campaigns for assistance for artists 
run by Theatre Network Australia and the 
National Association for the Visual Arts, as well 
as providing support for the initiative of the 
Sidney Myer Fund and Philanthropy Australia 
to create the National Assistance Program 
for the Arts, which saw contributions from a 
consortium of donors assist over 1,500 artists. 

I would like to make special mention of 
this year’s Arts Visionary Award recipients, 
Lady Potter AC and S Baillieu Myer AC 
and Sarah Myer, who have supported arts 
and cultural organisations over several 
decades. Their contributions have often been 
transformational with long-lasting impact 
on arts organisations and the communities 
they serve and are a part of. I would also like 
to highlight the long-standing partnerships 
of Telstra with both the Australian Ballet and 
the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern 
Territory, both of which are keenly supported  
by current Telstra CEO, Andy Penn.

Congratulations and thank you to each of  
our Awards recipients, your contributions  
are invaluable. 



2020 
Award 
Winners

Business Leadership Award 
Andy Penn
Andy has had an extensive career spanning 
40 years across three different industries: 
telecommunications, financial services and 
shipping. He joined Telstra in 2012 as Chief 
Financial Officer. In 2014 he took on the 
additional responsibilities as Group Executive 
International.

Telstra is recognised as a leader in business 
partnerships within the arts sector in Australia. 
Telstra’s partnerships with The Australian 
Ballet and the Museum and Art Gallery of the 
Northern Territory (MAGNT) are notably two 
of the longest-running arts sponsorships in 
Australia.

2020 celebrates Telstra’s 36th year of its 
sponsorship of The Australian Ballet, including 
the highly successful Telstra Ballet Dancer 
Award, which nurtures the brightest talent in 
dance, providing opportunities to give young 
dancers the greatest chance for success. 
Telstra first partnered with MAGNT in 1992 
for the Telstra National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Art Awards (NATSIAA), 
building a remarkable relationship focused on 
supporting and celebrating Indigenous artists. 
In 2015 Telstra and the National Gallery of 
Victoria announced a new partnership to use 
technology to enhance the gallery experience 
and develop new platforms for audiences to 
creatively engage with art both within and 
beyond gallery spaces.



Arts Leadership Award
Rachel Healy & Neil Armfield AO
In May 2015, Rachel Healy and Neil Armfield 
were appointed Co-Artistic Directors of the 
Adelaide Festival, initially for a tenure of three 
years (2017-2019) and were subsequently 
extended until 2023, making them the longest 
serving Artistic Directors of the event. 

During their leadership of the Adelaide  
Festival income generated through 
philanthropy has more than quadrupled and 
corporate sponsorship income has increased 
by 92%. This increase provided a funding base 
for ambitious and dynamic programming  
that in turn has led to a significant increase  
in audience numbers.

This dramatic growth in private giving and 
corporate investment is an indicator of 
Adelaide Festival’s considerable growth 
under Mr Armfield and Ms Healy. Their active 
involvement in securing private support from 
an international and national philanthropic 
network, as well as business, has played a 
significant role in realising their vibrant  
vision for Adelaide Festival.

Through their inimitable hard work and 
passion, Mr Armfield and Ms Healy have been 
instrumental in nurturing artists and audiences 
alike. Their impact on Adelaide Festival is 
crucial to the arts today but will also have  
long-lasting effects for the future of the  
arts in South Australia and nationally. 

Emerging Philanthropy Leadership Award 
Alexandra Burt
Alexandra Burt participates actively in a 
range of different charitable and not for 
profit organisations in Western Australia and 
nationally. The arts form a substantial part of 
her giving portfolio, demonstrating her passion 
for supporting Australian arts and culture. 

In 2012, Ms Burt and her husband, Julian 
Burt, established the Wright Burt Foundation 
and began to play a more significant role in 
supporting arts and cultural organisations. 
These include the Australian String Quartet, 
of which she is on the Board of Directors, 
National Gallery of Australia Foundation, St 
George’s Cathedral Foundation for the Arts, 
West Australian Opera and West Australian 
Ballet. In recent years, a broader range of 
arts organisations have also received support 
including the Australia Council for the Arts – 
Venice Biennale, Perth Symphony Orchestra, 
West Australian Symphony Orchestra and 
Fremantle Press. 

As a leader in the philanthropic community, 
Ms Burt has demonstrated that she is not only 
generous with her gifts, but equally so with 
her time - as a fundraiser, spokesperson, host, 
an asker, and a thanker. Through this work, 
Ms Burt teaches others about cultivation, 
stewardship and the long-term relationship-
based journey that philanthropy can take.



Arts Visionary Award 
S Baillieu Myer AC & Sarah Myer

Many of Victoria’s most iconic arts 
organisations reflect the legacy of Mr S Baillieu 
Myer and Mrs Sarah Myer. Through Mr Myer’s 
trusteeship and personal commitment, the 
Sidney Myer Fund supported the construction 
of the Sidney Myer Music Bowl, the Victorian 
Arts Centre and cultural infrastructure in 
Australia’s capital cities and regional centres. 
Of note are extensive cultural support 
programs, including Asialink, and contributions 
to national institutions including the National 
Library of Australia and the National Gallery 
of Australia. 

In 2001, Mr and Mrs Myer were proud to 
establish the Yulgilbar Foundation, which 
focuses on rural, regional and remote Australia 
and has provided substantial support to the 
McClelland Sculpture Park and Gallery, the 
Grafton Regional Gallery and the National 
Gallery of Australia. Recognising their 
enduring contribution, Mr and Mrs Myer  
are Life Members of the National Gallery  
of Victoria.

Mr and Mrs Myer have made sustained 
personal contributions to the Australian arts 
sector, through governance and personal 
patronage. Mr Myer was a trustee (and 
Emeritus Trustee) of the National Gallery 
of Victoria, has held multiple roles at the 
Australian Tapestry Workshop and the 
Australian Welsh Male Choir. Mrs Myer served 
three terms as a board member of Melbourne 
Museum and played a foundational role in  
the creation of the Immigration Museum.

Philanthropy Leadership Award 
Maureen Wheeler AO 
& Tony Wheeler AO

In 2008 the founders of Lonely Planet,  
Maureen and Tony Wheeler, made a 
commitment of extraordinary philanthropic 
support to Melbourne’s newly established 
Centre of Books, Writing and Ideas. Through 
this gift, they not only provided financial 
support for the Centre, but attached their 
name to the initiative, highlighting their 
willingness to be leaders in their philanthropic 
efforts and an example for others. 

The 2007 sale of Lonely Planet Publications 
saw their philanthropic efforts take on a life of 
their own and Planet Wheeler Foundation was 
born. Through the Planet Wheeler Foundation, 
Maureen and Tony Wheeler have contributed 
to major arts organisations across Australia. 
Their support has been instrumental in the 
commissioning and presentation of new and 
important works at both major and emerging 
arts organisations.

The cohort of arts organisations that Maureen 
and Tony Wheeler support is diverse and 
extensive, including Adelaide Festival, Bell 
Shakespeare, Melbourne Festival (Rising), 
Gertrude Opera, Malthouse Theatre, 
Melbourne Theatre Company, National 
Gallery Victoria, Opera Australia, Red Stitch, 
Victorian Opera and Melbourne Fringe.



Arts Visionary Award 
Lady Potter AC

Lady Potter has been an active and generous 
supporter of the Australian arts sector across 
several decades. She was Founding Honorary 
Patron of the Melba Foundation and Founding 
Patron of the Victorian Opera Company and 
Patron-in-Chief of The Melbourne Opera 
Company. She has also served as Director 
and Victorian Chairman of the Elizabethan 
Theatre Trust and Founding Director of the 
Bell Shakespeare Company, and Director of 
the Australian Ballet School. In 2010, Lady 
Potter’s 30-year philanthropic commitment 
to The Australian Ballet was commemorated 
when the company named its Melbourne 
headquarters in her honour.

In the field of contemporary art, Lady Potter 
has been Patron of the Australian Centre for 
Contemporary Art, is current Patron of The Ian 
Potter Museum of Art at Melbourne University, 
Honorary Life Member of the National Gallery 
Victoria and was founding benefactor of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art. 

Lady Potter has contributed major gifts 
and encouraged matched funding for 
projects enabling artistic development 
and infrastructure across many art forms. 
Her championing of arts philanthropy and 
reputation for leadership in the arts sector  
is legendary and reflects her impact on  
so many Australian arts organisations.

Lady Potter’s passion, determination and 
incredible hard work over decades has had 
a transformational impact on philanthropy 
across the arts sector.



Outstanding 
Individuals
We recognise the contribution  
of the past winners of the Creative 
Partnerships Australia and  
Australian Business Foundation 
(AbaF) Awards.

Emerging 
Leadership Award 

Peter Wilson

Joseph O’Brien

Mark Rubbo OAM & Beau Neilson

Dr Terry Wu

Business Leadership  
Award 

Michael Chaney AO

Anthony Berg AM

Janet Holmes à Court AC

Ken Tribe AC

David Gonski AC & Harold Mitchell AC

David Clarke AO

Ian Darling AO

James Strong AO

Kerry Stokes AC

Rick Allert AO

Sam Walsh AO

Kim Williams AM

Dr Helen Nugent AO

Julieanne Alroe 

Richard Goyder AO

Ian Narev

Adrian Fini OAM

Helen Carroll & Ian Kew 

Arts Leadership  
Award 

Carrillo Gantner AO

Ian McRae AO

John Bell AM OBE

Graeme Murphy AM

Lyndon Terracini AM

Sue Nattrass AO

Greg Mackie OAM

Elizabeth Ann MacGregor OAM

Robyn Archer AO

Edmund Capon AM OBE

Mary Vallentine AO

Dr Gerard Vaughan AM

Lynda Dorrington

Mary Jo Capps

Sheena Boughen OAM

Richard Gill AO

David McCallister AM 

Philanthropy  
Leadership Award 

The Myer family

The Nelson Meers Foundation

John B Reid AO

The Belgiorno-Nettis family

Robert Albert AO

Philip Bacon AM

Simon Mordant AM  
& Catriona Mordant

Tim Fairfax AM & Peter Weiss AM

Patrick Corrigan AM

Betty Amsden AO

Naomi Milgrom AO

Andrew Cameron AO & Cathy 
Cameron

Tim Fairfax AC & Gina Fairfax

John Gandel AC & Pauline Gandel AC

Arts Visionary Award

John Kaldor AO



With  
thanks
Creative Partnerships Australia is 
supported by the Australian Government 
through the Department of Infrastructure, 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Communications.

The Creative Partnerships Australia Board 

Catherine Walter AM (Chair) 
John Barrington AM 
Dr Richard Dammery 
Rosheen Garnon 
Adjunct Professor the Hon Chris Pearce 
Dan Rosen 
Professor Susan Street AO 
Leonard Vary

Arts Centre Melbourne 

Run Wild Productions 

Aer Design 

Starling Communications

Allara Briggs Pattison


